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Chamber with an iron fist and demanded his
fellow Senators live up to higher standards.

Mr. Speaker, Senator Heflin commanded re-
spect from his colleagues, and made the least
among us feel as important as anyone else.
He was a friend to me during and after his
time in Washington. He will be missed by all
who knew him.

On behalf of everyone in North Alabama, |
respectively rise to honor and pay tribute to a
great American leader.

FREEDOM FOR THE PEOPLE OF
TIBET

HON. ANTHONY D. WEINER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 6, 2005

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with
indignation over the situation in Tibet. In 1949,
Tibet was invaded and occupied by The Peo-
ple’s Republic of China. In the course of the
invasion and occupation, an estimated 87,000
Tibetans were arrested, deported to labor
camps, or killed.

The situation has not much improved over
the past sixty years. Tibetan freedom of
choice is still not tolerated by the People’s Re-
public of China and harsh punishments await
any who diverge from Chinese mandates.

Each year thousands of innocent people are
thrown in prison or killed under a corrupt and
cruel system. Even peaceful opposition is met
with exacting penalties. In fact, Buddhist
monks and nuns are regularly shipped to de-
tention for exercising their religion.

The people of Tibet live in constant fear
they will be imprisoned, tortured, or killed for
peacefully expressing their political and reli-
gious beliefs, or in the best case scenario,
they will simply disappear in the dark of the
night.

We must help the Dali Lama and the people
of Tibet in their quest to live free from oppres-
sion. We must all work towards a peaceful
resolution to this situation so not one more Ti-
betan is carried off by the night.

———
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Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to honor the accomplishments of Mary
Ellen Sheets of Lansing, Michigan, who re-
cently was named Entrepreneur of the Year by
the International Franchise Association.

Mary Ellen Sheets, founder/CEO of Two
Men And A Truck, is the first businesswoman
to be honored with this prestigious award
which has an illustrious honor roll of recipi-
ents, including Tom Monaghan, founder of
Domino’s Pizza Inc., and J. Willard Marriott of
the Marriott Corp., as well as leaders in other
franchise organizations such as Subway, Jiffy
Lube International, Pizza Hut Inc., and Holiday
Inn Inc.

Mary Ellen’s teenaged sons started a mov-
ing business with a pickup truck in the early
1980s. After the boys left for college, cus-
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tomers kept calling so in 1985, this creative
mother paid $350 for an old moving truck and
officially opened Two Men And a Truck.

When she first sketched the now-famous
company logo, a simple graphic of two stick
men in a truck cab to catch readers’ attention,
Mary Ellen never guessed it would lead to
such phenomenal entrepreneurial success.
From that simple beginning, her business was
catapulted into a vibrant, growing franchised
company with 152 locations in 26 states.

While becoming a successful entrepreneur,
Mary Ellen Sheets never forgets about her
community. This very successful business-
woman also makes time to serve on the
boards of Lansing Community College, Michi-
gan Freedom Foundation, Michigan Law
Abuse Watch, and Edward Sparrow Hospital.
She chaired the 2004 United Way Campaign
in Lansing, and has been recognized numer-
ous times, including as one of Michigan’s Top
25 Women Business Owners, and Lansing
Business Person of the Year.

Mary Ellen Sheets epitomizes the American
dream. She rose from a small beginning to be-
come a very successful businessperson who
believes in giving back to her community.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring this very special woman and com-
munity leader, who is truly deserving of our re-
spect and admiration.
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Mr. DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor and pay tribute to Mr. Paul
Rogers, who recently passed away following
an extended illness. He will be sorely missed
by his family, friends, and community. The fol-
lowing is a brief biography of Brother Rogers
and some of the accomplishments of his long
and fruitful life:

Born and raised in Birmingham, Alabama.
His father, Andy W. Rogers, was a Deacon at
the West End Church and Trustee for the pur-
chase of the Central building in 1941. The
Rogers family were charter members at Cen-
tral (McMinnville). It was here Paul received
his early training and encouragement to enter
the ministry.

Upon receiving his baccalaureate degree
from David Lipscomb University in Nashville
and master's degree from Harding Graduate
School of Religion in Searcy, AR, he em-
barked on a long and fruitful career in the min-
istry. Brother Roger’s first sermon was deliv-
ered at Central Church of Christ in Bir-
mingham. He began preaching in November,
1952 every Sunday at the Old Jefferson
Church of Christ in Smyrna, Tennessee and
preached there until graduation from Lipscomb
in 1956. He worked as Associate Minister at
Church Street Church in Lewisburg, Ten-
nessee 8 months in 1956 and moved to
Centerville Church of Christ in January 1957.

Brother Rogers was the Minister of the
Centerville Church of Christ, Centerville, Ten-
nessee for more than 48 years. No preacher
in the fellowship of Churches of Christ has a
longer tenure at his congregation and at no
rural church quite as large as the Centerville
church according to Jim Mclinteer, president of
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21 st Century Publishing, a book publisher af-
filiated with the Churches of Christ. In these
years, worship attendance has grown from
350 to 700; annual contribution from $19,000
to $600,000.

The congregation has built a new church
building, new church camp valued at
$1,000,000; off-street parking for 300 cars;
$200,000 Outreach Center for benevolence
and senior citizens work; a 75-unit,
$2,500,000 apartment complex, Tulipwood for
senior citizens, and a new $1,200,000 Edu-
cational and Fellowship Complex recently con-
structed. He has also conducted over 800 fu-
neral services in Hickman County, Tennessee.

He was the first president of the Centerville
Elementary PTA, past Chairman of Hickman
County Library Board, served on Bluegrass
Regional Library Board, chairman of
Centerville Beautiful Commission, former
President of Centerville Kiwanis Club, served
on City Industrial Board, served on the Board
of Trustees at Clover Bottom Developmental
Center for the Retarded in Nashville, Ten-
nessee, and served on Board of First Farmers
and Merchants Bank, Centerville, Tennessee.
Brother Rogers was awarded Honorary Mem-
bership in Hickman County Jaycees for serv-
ice to the community, selected as Alumnus of
the Year in 1975 at Harding Graduate School
of Religion, voted Centerville Man of the Year
for 1978, selected as Alumnus of the Decade
at David Lipscomb College in 1982, received
the Distinguished Christian Service Award
from Harding University 1988, honored by
Tennessee State Legislature in 1983 for long
ministry and service in Centerville, honored by
Tennessee House of Representatives in 1992,
honored in 1997 by Tennessee State Senate
on 40th Anniversary with the Centerville
Church for the longest full-time tenure among
churches of Christ in Tennessee history, se-
lected in December 1999 by the Gospel Advo-
cate as one of “100 Trailblazers of the 20th
Century” among Churches of Christ, and in
2004 received the Lifetime Achievement
Award from Hickman County Chamber of
Commerce to name a few.

Brother has given lectures at David
Lipscomb  University, Faulkner University,
Freed-Hardeman University, Abilene Christian
University, Oklahoma Christian University,
Harding University, Harding Graduate School
of Religion, Western Christian College, Blue
Ridge Encampment, Training for Service Se-
ries in Chattanooga, North Alabama Training
for Service Series in Florence, Alabama,
Training for Service Series in Memphis, Train-
ing Series in Evansville, Indiana. Yosemite
Bible Encampment, Yellowstone Bible En-
campment. He served on the Board of David
Lipscomb University 1986-2003 and was sec-
retary of the Johnson Scholarship Foundation
at David Lipscomb University.

His minister includes; touring Israel and
studying archaeology there in 1969, working
on the London, England Campaign in 1963,
and preached in India in 1975. He also trav-
eled and preached behind the Iron Curtain in
1977, made three trips to the Holy Land, and
frequent mission trips to the Turks and Caicos
Islands.

Brother Rogers was the author of the fol-
lowing books and booklets: My God and My
Service; My God and My Marriage; Things
Surely Believed Among Us (4th printing in
2004); Let the Earth Hear His Voice; When
Freedom is Gone; Comments on Revelation;
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